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production, it is difficult to balance the domestic
budget. In the next chapter, I shall show how a
new industry has been introduced and how the
villagers have also attempted to increase their income
by expanding their trading activities. But in many
cases they have sold their rice reserves in the winter
and borrowed rice from the shop in the summer
(XV~3). In case of urgent need they have appealed to
usurers (XV~4). On the other side they have tried
to cut down expenses which are not immediately
necessary, such as those for recreative meetings and
marriage (Col. B, I).

The fall of income of the villagers is not due to a
deterioration of quality or decrease of quantity of their
production. Villagers produce the same type and the
same amount of silk but it does not command the
same amount of money from the market. The factors
affecting price lie, of course, outside the village, and
here I will only note two of the most important of
them, namely, the post-war depression of world
economy and the uneven quality of the domestic silk
which renders it unsuitable to the highly mechanized
weaving industry (Col. A, I).

3. AGENTS OF CHANGE AND THEIR INTENTIONS

The relation between the decline of silk prices and
the increase of poverty was clear to the people. At
first they tried to discover what changes in the industry
were necessary in order to restore the former con-
ditions* But with their limited knowledge they were
by themselves not able to take any definite action.
Initiative and direction in the process of change come
from outside.

The initiating party in this case was the Sericulture